MISSOURI SCHOOLS FOR THE SEVERELY DISABLED (MSSD)

July 2011 Fact Sheet
Population:

· Enrollment ages 5 to 21

· Students can start on or anytime after 5th birthday
· Serve (1000 eligible students during the regular school year*
· Variety of educational diagnoses (MR no longer required as primary educational diagnosis).

Schools:

· 35 schools

· Designated catchment area for each school
· Regular school day is 6 hours from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

· Regular school year is 174 days
· Student/teacher/aide ratios

· 1 teacher to 6-9 students

· 2 aides per classroom
School Staff
· 24 Building Administrators for 35 schools

· (145 Teachers

· (300 Aides

· 6 Supervisors for Instruction (SFI)
Services:
· Special education and related services

· ESY administratively set for the last 2 weeks in June and all of July (6 weeks) 
· Related services provided
· OT, PT, Speech/Language Pathologist,  plus other therapies

· Bus transportation

· Transportation services typically curb to curb

· Routes range from 10 to 120 minutes & average 70 to 90 minutes
· Driver and monitor on all buses

· Seatbelts on all buses

· Safety harnesses, if needed
· 25 full time nurses 
· Provide annual staff training

· Medical procedures

· CPR and First Aid 

· MSSD pays for all expenses related to education of student attending MSSD
· Bill back to LEA for local tax effort 
Graduation:
· Students typically graduate on their 21st birthday

· Post-graduate activities

· Sheltered workshop

· Day activity programs
· At home with family 
*For eligibility guidelines, see MSSD Eligibility Determination Guide at http://dese.mo.gov/divspeced/stateschools/documents/MSSDEligibilityGuide.pdf

