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Includes a wide array of technology meant to help 
children and adults with disabilities in their daily 
lives.

Education
Communication
Socialization
Mobility
Leisure & Recreation
Employment

Smartboards
Netbooks
iPads
iPodsiPods
Alpha Smart Neos
Text to Speech Systems
AAC Communication Devices

•Vantage
•Vanguard
•Spring Board
•DynaVox
•Eyemax
•Touchpads
•General Switches

…and endless other possibilities!

Who must be considered?
ALL STUDENTS ON AN IEP!

Why must we consider all students on IEPs?Why must we consider all students on IEPs?
In order to provide FAPE an IEP team must determine if AT is 

required for students to meet IEP goals.
A student with a disability may require multiple forms of AT 

such as Augmentative Communication Systems, Adaptive Seating, and a 
Text to Speech System.

What is an Assistive Technology Consideration?

It is the process that IEP teams use to gather and analyze 
information to determine a student’s need for Assistiveinformation to determine a student s need for Assistive 
Technology.

An IEP Team is not able to appropriately consider Assistive 
Technology without understanding the full range of options 
available.

SETT
Information about the Student
The Environment(s)
General EducationGeneral Education
Access Needs
IEP Goals
Information about AT Options
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Anyone who has the information
•Parents
•Student
•Classroom TeacherClassroom Teacher
•Special Education Teacher
•Speech Language Pathologist
•Occupational Therapist
•Physical Therapist
•Teacher of the Hearing Impaired
•Teacher of the Visually Impaired
•AT Facilitator/Coordinator
•LEA

Physical Skills
Gross Motor
Fine Motor
VisionVision
Hearing

Cognitive Skills
Communication Skills

Communicative Intent
Verbal vs. Non‐Verbal
Established Communication System?

Academic Areas of Strength
Academic Areas of Weakness

Learning Disabled in the Area of Reading Comprehension?

• Discrete skills targeted to support IEP goal 
achievement.

• AT Data Collection Tools• AT Data Collection Tools
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A true team approach

Setting the team norm that communication in theSetting the team norm that communication in the 
expectation of every adult in every environment 
when working with students.

Communication is a basic life skill that should be 
integrated into EVERYTHING students do.

1. Understand the communication requirements of 
activities

2. Understand how partners can facilitate, rather2. Understand how partners can facilitate, rather 
than inhibit, the student’s communication skills

3. Understand how communication is developed 
from within the context of activities, not as a 
separate entity

(adapted from ECT: Environmental Communication Teaching
Fonner, adapted from Karlan et. Al, 2006)

Natural Environments

Routines within those environmentsRoutines within those environments

Specific skills required throughout the activity

1. Set the environment    (Pause)

2. Ask Open Question     (Pause)
3 Give Partial Prompt (Pause)3. Give Partial Prompt     (Pause) 

4. Request for Communication   (Pause)

5. Provide a Full Model

(adapted from ECT: Environmental Communication Teaching
Fonner, adapted from Karlan et. Al, 2006)

1. Set the Environment   (Pause)

2. Gesture towards or Light Area (Pause)
3 Point or Light to 2 choices (Pause)3. Point or Light to 2 choices (Pause)

4. Point or Light the expected response (Pause)

5. Provide Full Model (Pause)

(adapted from ECT: Environmental Communication Teaching

• How many choices? 
• Which symbols? 
• What kind of voices? 
• Easy to program? 
• How portable? 
• How durable? 
• Dynamic or static?
• Access method? 
• Used for things other than AAC
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Boardmaker Plus 
Online communication resources

http://www.pogoboards.com/
http://www silver-kite com/touchChathttp://www.silver kite.com/touchChat
http://mrsriley.com/introduction
http://www.symbolworld.org/
http://tinsnips.org/index.html
http://www.boardmakershare.com/
http://www.lburkhart.com/index.html

Low tech devices: Big Mack, Step by Step, 
Brix
High tech devices: iPad, iPod Touch, 
Dynavox

• http://www.givinggreetings.com/learn.html

• http://www.aacandautism.com/?=email01
• http://www aaclanguagelab com/• http://www.aaclanguagelab.com/

• Kathleen.russ@fhsdschools.org

• Kim.turner@fhsdschools.org


